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BACKGROUND 

The China Trade Tracker 

Launched in 2021 by the China-Britain Business Council (CBBC), the China Trade Tracker is a 
comprehensive reference offering key facts and figures on UK-China trade – with a particular 
focus on regional British export trends. It is updated on a half-yearly basis. 
 
Issue Thirteen of the Tracker provides an overview of the goods trade between the UK’s 12 regions 
and devolved administrations and China in 2025 (1 January to 31 December 2025). Unless stated 
otherwise, references to ‘China’ in this report include Hong Kong.  
 
HMRC Data 

This report uses HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC) data, which offers a breakdown of UK goods 
trade by region. HMRC trade totals are slightly lower than comparable data from the Office of 
National Statistics (ONS) due to differences in data collection and handling. 
 
Hong Kong Data 

This Tracker incorporates Hong Kong to provide a more complete view of UK-China trade flows. It 
is important to note, however, that Hong Kong functions as an important regional trading hub, so 
a notable share of goods recorded there will subsequently be exported to other markets. 
 
The China-Britain Business Council and its members 

The China-Britain Business Council is the UK’s leading business network supporting trade, 
education, and investment links with China. CBBC serves over 400 UK members and clients, 
including numerous FTSE 100 and FTSE 250 companies. 
 
Since 1954, we have acted as the independent voice of business, and past Chairs include Lord 
Powell, former foreign affairs advisor to Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, and Sir David Brewer, 
former Lord Mayor of the City of London. The current Chair is Sir Sebastian Wood KCMG. Lord 
Sassoon is Honorary President. 
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Foreword 
Peter Burnett – CEO of China-Britain Business Council 
 

This edition of the CBBC Trade Tracker comes at a time when UK 
businesses are starting to see the real benefits from greater 
G2G and G2B engagement with China across the spectrum of 
trade and investment. In September 2025, the UK and China 
held their first Joint Economic and Trade Commission (JETCO) 
in seven years, and we have seen a direct correlation with 
increased business exchanges and a renewed commitment to 
practical economic cooperation. Against a backdrop of global 
uncertainty, the resilience of UK-China trade demonstrates the 
enduring importance of the relationship for businesses in both 
countries. 

This edition of the Tracker shows that UK goods exports to 
China and Hong Kong rose by 8.2% in 2025 to £23.7 billion, 
marking a second consecutive year of growth and reaffirming 
China as the UK's fourth-largest goods export market. Export 
growth was broad-based, with ten of the UK's twelve regions 
recording higher exports than the previous year, and five 
achieving double-digit growth. 

It remains the case that the UK runs an overall trade deficit in 
goods with China, and that closing that gap will take sustained 
effort. But the substantive growth in exports across most of our 
regions tells an encouraging story: from pharmaceuticals to 
power-generating machinery, British industry is producing the kind of goods that China's 
economy increasingly demands as it invests in advanced manufacturing, clean energy, and 
industrial upgrading.  

Moreover, alongside the June 2026 JETCO, when Commerce Minister Wang Wentao visited the 
UK, MofCom and DBT (supported by CBBC) organised an “Export to China” event to encourage 
UK exporters to focus on the opportunities in the China market.  

There is a solid foundation to work with China to boost our exports further, building on the 
progress we have already been making in recent months. Alongside growth in the goods trade, 
UK-China trade in services has also demonstrated resilience, with the UK recording a services 
trade surplus of £11.7 billion in 2025, while continued expansion across key sectors is creating 
new opportunities for businesses and strengthening the foundations of the bilateral economic 
relationship. 

CBBC remains committed to supporting businesses across every region of the UK to succeed in 
China, helping them identify opportunities, navigate market challenges, and build lasting 
commercial partnerships that strengthen one of the UK's most important international trading 
relationships. 

“Serious engagement is back. By working 
together and talking together, both of our 
nations will prosper.” 

The Rt Hon Peter Kyle,  
Business and Trade Secretary 
1 July 2026 

“Done right, a renewed relationship with 
China offers Britain new markets & 
investment, better jobs & higher wages, and 
lower prices & greater choice.” 

Sir Keir Starmer  
Prime Minister  
31 January 2026 

“The substantive growth in exports across 
most of our regions tells an encouraging 
story: […] British industry is producing  the 
kind of goods that China's economy 
increasingly demands.”  

Peter Burnett OBE BBS,  
CEO, CBBC 
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China and the UK Economy 

Economic ties with China remain an important contributor to UK 
growth. Including Hong Kong, China ranks fourth among the UK’s top 
export destinations, making it a market of enduring strategic 
importance for British businesses.   

The two economies are increasingly complementary. British 
companies are well placed to meet Chinese demand for premium 
consumer brands, specialised manufacturing, and advanced 
technologies, while imports from China help keep costs down for UK 
consumers and provide vital components for British manufacturers 
and supply chains. 

The relationship extends well beyond trade. Chinese and Hong Kong 
students make up the UK’s largest international cohort, with 159,955 
enrolled in universities during the 24/25 academic year, making them 
a vital source of income for higher education institutions. Chinese-
owned businesses also employ over 57,000 people in the UK, while 
Chinese investment continues to support economic activity across a 
range of sectors. 

Although China continues to face significant economic headwinds, 
including subdued consumer confidence, housing market pressures, 
and a more uncertain global trading environment, its economy has 
proved more resilient than expected. Consumer spending and exports 
have continued to expand, and the IMF forecasts economic growth of 
around 4.5% in 2026. Combined with shifts in global supply chains, 
this resilience could create fresh opportunities for UK exporters and 
investors. 

Yearly Goods Trade with China 2019-25  
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Executive Summary 
The CBBC Trade Tracker provides a snapshot of regional UK goods exports to China (including 
Hong Kong) in 2025, based solely on HMRC data. 

Key findings in this report include: 

National-level Insights (2025) 
• UK goods exports to China rose by 8.2% to £23.7 billion, an increase from 2024 where a 

growth rate of 1.0% was recorded.  
• Of the UK’s total goods exports to China, £13.1 billion (55.3%) went to Mainland China 

and £10.6 billion (44.7%) to Hong Kong, highlighting the city-region’s importance. 
• The UK’s top export to China, power-generating machinery and equipment, grew 38.7% 

to £7.12 billion, while road vehicles fell 24.6% to £2.6 billion. 

Regional Comparative Insights (2025) 
• England’s North East recorded the fastest growth in exports to China at 38.6%, followed 

by England’s East Midlands (28.3%), and England’s South West (21.9%). 
• Ten out of 12 UK regions saw growth in exports to China, up from seven in 2024. 
• The UK’s largest exporters to China were the East Midlands (£4.53bn), London 

(£2.84bn), the West Midlands (£2.76bn), the South West (£2.26bn), the North West 
(£2.15bn), and Scotland (£1.78bn). 

• Of all UK regions, the East Midlands ran a trade surplus with China, while Northern 
Ireland recorded the largest deficit. 

• Of all UK regions, the East Midlands had the highest share of its exports to China going 
to Hong Kong (85.5%), while Northern Ireland was the most reliant on Mainland China, 
with 85.9% of its China exports directed there. 

Regional Insights (2025) 
• The North East recorded the UK’s fastest export growth to China, with exports rising 

38.6% to £936 million, driven by a 315% increase in pharmaceutical products. 
• The East Midlands remained the UK’s largest exporter to China for a fifth consecutive 

year, with exports reaching a record £4.53 billion.  
• Scotland’s exports to China rose 16.8% to £1.78 billion, supported by a 38.9% increase 

in petroleum exports and a 42.1% rise in fish and seafood exports. 
• Welsh exports of power-generating machinery and equipment rose 54.7% to £325 

million. 
• The South West recorded a fifth consecutive year of export growth, with shipments to 

China rising 21.9% to £2.26 billion as power-generating machinery exports climbed to a 
record £1.32 billion.  

• The South East reversed four consecutive years of decline, with exports to China 
increasing 8.6%.  

• Major regional declines in exports to China were concentrated in the Road Vehicles 
category, with exports from the North West and West Midlands falling by 27.3% and 
26.9%, respectively. 

 

 
Exports from England’s 

North East to China Grew 
38.6% 

The East Midlands Ran 
a Trade Surplus of £790 

Million with China 

Exports to China Grew in 
Ten of the UK’s Twelve 

Regions 
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Overview: Regional Goods Exports to China 
Total Exports by Area in 2025 (YoY change) 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

West Midlands 
£2.76 billion (-14.3%) 

South East  
£1.61 billion (+8.6%) 

Scotland 
£1.78 billion (+16.8%) 

Northern Ireland 
£0.15 billion (+6.1%) 

Wales 
£0.89 billion (+15.0%) 

North East 
£0.86 billion (+38.6%) 

North West 
£2.15 billion (+0.0%) 

Yorkshire and  
the Humber 
£0.78 billion (+6.0%) 

East Midlands 
£4.53 billion (+28.3%) 

East 
£1.68 billion (+17.4%) 

South West 
£2.26 billion (+21.9%) 

London 
£2.84 billion (-12.4%) 

 
Source: HMRC, CBBC calculations. 
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Regional Insights 
The maps below highlight how export value, growth, leading export categories, and the balance 
of trade varied across UK regions exporting to China in 2025.  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                    

 

 

 

                                                                       

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Goods Exports to China: 
YoY Growth (%) 
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Goods Exports to China: 
Total Value 

Goods Exports to China: 
Top Export 

Balance of Trade with China: 
Surplus/Deficit 

Surplus 
£0 to 0.4 Billion 

Power Generating 
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Petroleum & Related 
Products 

Medicinal & 
Pharmaceutical Products 

Professional, Scientific, and 
Controlling Instruments 

Furniture & 
Related Items 

Mild deficit 
£0 to -£1.1 Billion 

Moderate Deficit 
-£1.1 to -£2.5 Billion 

Large Deficit 
£-2.5 to -£5.0 Billion 

Major Deficit 
< -£5.0 Billion 

 
Source: HMRC, CBBC calculations. 
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UK – ALL REGIONS 

Population: 69.28 million (2024) GDP: £2.72 trillion (2023) 
Major Exports: Machinery, Vehicles, 
Metals, Petroleum, Manufacturing 

Top Export Markets: 1. USA  
2. Germany 3. Netherlands 4. China  

CN Exports: £23.7 billion (+8.2%) CN Imports: £69.6 billion (+4.6%) 

Trade Insights 
• UK goods exports to China (inc. HK) rose 8.2% to £23.7 billion in 2025, growing 

substantially from 2024 and marking the second consecutive year of growth, as well as 
making China the UK’s fourth-largest goods export market.   

• Of the UK’s total exports to China, £13.1 billion (55.3%) went to Mainland China and 
£10.6 billion (44.7%) to Hong Kong. 

• A 38.7% rise in Power Generating Machinery, the UK’s largest export to China, more than 
compensated for the £900 million decline resulting from the 24.6% fall in Road Vehicle 
exports.  

• Among the UK’s top eight export subcategories, Non-Ferrous Metals rose 64.6%, 
supported by China’s plan to expand its non-ferrous metals industry and EV supply chain. 

        Yearly Goods Trade with China since 2020       UK Goods Exports to Top-3 Partners and China  

 
Top 8 Export Subcategories to China (£B)            Export Distribution by Main Category 2025 

 
 

Sources: ONS (population and GDP); HMRC (trade data). China and Hong Kong data combined. CBBC calculations. 
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SCOTLAND 

Population: 5.55 million (2024) Regional GDP: £204.2 billion (2023) 
Major Cities: Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Dundee, Aberdeen 

Counties: Fife, North Lanarkshire, 
Aberdeenshire (+30) 

Major Exports: Fuels, F&B, Textiles, 
Machinery, Chemicals 

Top Export Markets: 1. US  
2. Netherlands 3. Germany 4. Ireland 

CN Exports: £1.78 billion (+16.8%) CN Imports: £3.46 billion (+16.3%) 

Trade Insights 
• Scotland’s goods exports to China (inc. HK) grew 16.8% to £1.78 billion in 2025, reaching 

their highest level since 2020.  
• Petroleum exports rose 38.9% to £566 million, likely due to the ongoing war in Ukraine, 

as teapot refineries in China have favoured easier-to-process North Sea crude over 
sanction-risky Russian oil. 

• Beverage exports fell 12.0%, as demand in China weakened and competition with local 
brands remained fierce. Optimism remains, as China’s import tariff on Scotch whiskey 
was lowered to 5% during Prime Minister Keir Starmer’s visit in January 2026.  

Yearly Goods Trade with China since 2020           Goods Exports to Top-3 Partners and China 

  
Top 8 Export Subcategories to China (£M)                  Export Distribution by Category 2025 

  
Sources: ONS (population and GDP); HMRC (trade data). China and Hong Kong data combined. CBBC calculations. 
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ENGLAND – NORTH EAST 
Population: 2.76 million (2024) Regional GDP: £77.5 billion (2023) 
Major Cities: Newcastle, 
Sunderland, Middlesbrough 

Counties: Durham, Northumberland, 
Tyne and Wear 

Major Exports: Machinery, 
Chemicals, Metals 

Top Export Markets: 1. US  
2. Germany 3. Belgium 4. Netherlands 

CN Exports: £863 million (+38.6%) CN Imports: £1.84 billion (+2.3%) 

Trade Insights 
• Goods exports from England’s North East to China (inc. HK) grew 38.6% to a record £863 

million in 2025, the fastest rate in the UK.  
• The North East’s largest export, Power-Generating Machinery, rose 83.0% to £289 

million, in part due to the region’s strong manufacturing cluster in Teesside and Tyneside, 
as well as China’s increased demand for grid equipment.   

• The North East’s other top-performing export subcategories, Non-Ferrous Metals 
(103.0%) and Pharmaceutical Products (333.3%), surged, reflecting Chinese demand for 
industrial metals and the region’s rising pharmaceutical and biotechnology strengths.  

   Yearly Goods Trade with China since 2020         Goods Exports to Top-3 Partners and China 

 
Top 8 Export Subcategories to China (£M)             Export Distribution by Main Category 2025 

   
Sources: ONS (population and GDP); HMRC (trade data). China and Hong Kong data combined. CBBC calculations. 
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ENGLAND – NORTH WEST 

Population: 7.74 million (2024) Regional GDP: £270.8 billion (2023) 
Major Cities: Manchester, 
Liverpool, Warrington, Preston 

Counties: Manchester, Merseyside, 
Cheshire, Lancashire, Cumbria 

Major Exports: Machinery, Vehicles, 
Pharmaceuticals, Raw Materials 

Top Export Markets: 1. US 2. 
Germany 3. Netherlands 4. China  

CN Exports: £2.15 billion (+0.0%) CN Imports: £6.69 billion (-0.4%) 

Trade Insights 
• North West goods exports to China (inc. HK) stabilised at 0.0% growth in 2025, making it 

the only UK region with no substantive changes to its export volume. 
• The region’s top export, Road Vehicles, declined 27.3% to £575 million, reflecting 

stronger demand for Chinese-made electric vehicles and ongoing adjustments at local 
factories as they expand electrified vehicle production.  

• Of the North West’s top eight exports, Metalliferous Ores saw the fastest growth at 
127.2%, owing to China’s high demand for metal inputs used for batteries, coupled with 
Liverpool and Manchester’s ability to handle large volumes of recyclable metals.  

        Yearly Goods Trade with China since 2020        Goods Exports to Top-3 Partners and China 

 
Top 8 Export Subcategories to China (£M)             Export Distribution by Main Category 2025 

  
Sources: ONS (population and GDP); HMRC (trade data). China and Hong Kong data combined. CBBC calculations. 
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ENGLAND – YORKSHIRE AND THE HUMBER 

Population: 5.67 million (2024) Regional GDP: £182.5 billion (2023) 
Major Cities: Leeds, Sheffield, 
Bradford, Hull  

Counties: East Riding of Yorkshire, N. 
Yorkshire, S. Yorkshire, W. Yorkshire 

Major Exports: Machinery, Meat, 
Textiles, Crude Materials 

Top Export Markets: 1. US 2. 
Netherlands 3. Germany 4. Ireland  

CN Exports: £778 million (+6.0%) CN Imports: £4.44 billion (-1.0%) 

Trade Insights 
• Yorkshire and the Humber’s exports to China (inc. HK) rose 6.0% to £778 million in 2025, 

reversing the 4.7% decline of 2024.  
• Power Generating Machinery exports climbed 51.5% to £145 million, buoyed by Chinese 

demand for equipment critical to the advanced manufacturing sector and produced in 
industrial centres including Rotherham and Hull.  

• Smaller categories, namely Photographic and Optical Goods and Miscellaneous 
Manufactured Articles, also recorded strong growth, rising 287% and 86% to £17 million 
and £28 million, respectively.  

          Yearly Goods Trade with China since 2020          Goods Exports to Top-3 Partners and China

  
Top 8 Export Subcategories to China (£M)               Export Distribution by Main Category 2025 

  
Sources: ONS (population and GDP); HMRC (trade data). China and Hong Kong data combined. CBBC calculations. 
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ENGLAND – EAST MIDLANDS 

Population: 5.06 million (2024) Regional GDP: £156.9 billion (2023) 
Major Cities: Nottingham, 
Leicester, Derby, Northampton 

Counties: Nottinghamshire, 
Leicestershire, Derbyshire, (+3) 

Major Exports: Machinery, 
Scientific Instruments, Metals 

Top Export Markets: 1. China 2. US  
3. Singapore 4. Germany 

CN Exports: £4.53 billion (+28.3%) CN Imports: £3.74 billion (+9.1%) 

Trade Insights 
• The East Midlands was the UK’s largest exporter to China in 2025, with exports rising 28.3% 

to £4.53 billion, marking a fourth consecutive year of growth and an increase of £2.7 
billion since 2021. 

• The East Midlands was the only region to record an export surplus with China (+£790 
million), while 2025 marked the first year China overtook the US as its top export partner.  

• Power-Generating Machinery, the region’s top export category, recorded strong growth 
of 27.8% to £3.42 billion, accounting for 14% of total UK exports to China.  
 

          Yearly Goods Trade with China since 2020         Goods Exports to Top-3 Partners and China 

  
Top 8 Export Subcategories to China (£M)                   Export Distribution by Main Category 2025  

  
Sources: ONS (population and GDP); HMRC (trade data). China and Hong Kong data combined. CBBC calculations. 
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ENGLAND – WEST MIDLANDS 

Population: 6.19 million (2024) Regional GDP: £195.2 billion (2023) 
Major Cities: Birmingham, 
Coventry, Wolverhampton, Solihull 

Counties: West Midlands, 
Staffordshire, Warwickshire, (+3) 

Major Exports: Road Vehicles, 
Machinery, Metals 

Top Export Markets: 1. US 2. Germany 
3. China 4. France 5. Ireland 

CN Exports: £2.76 billion (-14.3%) CN Imports: £5.88 billion (+1.8%) 

Trade Insights 
• The West Midlands’ goods exports to China (inc. HK) fell 14.3% to £2.76 billion in 2025. 

This is the first time since 2023 that the region’s export value to China has fallen below 
London’s. 

• This fall was largely due to a decline of 26.9% in the region’s top export, Road Vehicles – 
mirroring declines seen across other regions in this same category.  

• As a result, Germany surpassed China as the West Midlands’ second-biggest export 
destination in 2025.  

        Yearly Goods Trade with China since 2020            Goods Exports to Top-3 Partners and China 

  
Top 8 Export Subcategories to China (£M)             Export Distribution by Main Category 2025 

  
Sources: ONS (population and GDP); HMRC (trade data). China and Hong Kong data combined. CBBC calculations. 
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WALES 

Population: 3.19 million (2024) Regional GDP: £92.8 billion (2023) 
Major Cities: Cardiff, Swansea, 
Newport, Wrexham 

Counties: Cardiff, Swansea, 
Newport, Wrexham, Bridgend, (+17) 

Major Exports: Machinery, Metals, 
Chemicals, Transport Equipment  

Top Export Markets: 1. US  
2. Germany 3. Ireland 4. France 

CN Exports: £886 million (+15.0%) CN Imports: £1.85 billion (-1.1%) 

Trade Insights 
• Welsh exports to China (inc. HK) rose 15.0% to a record £886 million in 2025, while the 

region’s imports fell by 1.1%, the largest decrease of all regions.  
• Increases in exports were mainly driven by a 54.7% increase in the region’s top export 

subcategory, Power Generating Machinery, supported by major gas turbine 
manufacturing facilities, including those in Nantgarw, South Wales.  

• China (inc. HK) is the seventh most popular goods export destination for Wales and 
recorded the highest growth among Wales’ top ten export partners.  

          Yearly Goods Trade with China since 2020          Goods Exports to Top-3 Partners and China 

  
Top 8 Export Subcategories to China (£M)            Export Distribution by Main Category 2025 

  
Sources: ONS (population and GDP); HMRC (trade data). China and Hong Kong data combined. CBBC calculations. 
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ENGLAND – EAST 

Population: 6.58 million (2024) Regional GDP: £229.3 billion (2023) 
Major Cities: Cambridge, Luton, 
Norwich, Peterborough 

Counties: Cambridgeshire, Essex, 
Hertfordshire, Norfolk, (+2) 

Major Exports: Scientific 
Instruments, Medicine, Electronics 

Top Export Markets: 1. US 2. Belgium 
3. Netherlands 4. Germany  

CN Exports: £1.68 billion (+17.4%) CN Imports: £4.58 billion (+3.6%) 

Trade Insights 
• Exports from the East of England to China (inc. HK) rose 17.4% to £1.55 billion in 2025, 

showing growth for the second year in a row. 
• A decline in the region’s top export, Medicinal & and Pharmaceutical Products, by 2.5%, 

was compensated by the growth of its second and third largest exports, Power 
Generating Machinery and Non-Ferrous Metals, by 151.9% and 105.0% respectively.  

• The East of England remained the UK’s largest exporter of meat, shipping £42.9 million 
in 2025, aided by processing facilities in Eye and Watton, as well as key shipping routes 
via Felixstowe port in Suffolk.  

       Yearly Goods Trade with China since 2020       Goods Exports to Top-3 Partners and China 

  
Top 8 Export Subcategories to China (£M)               Export Distribution by Main Category 2025 

  
Sources: ONS (population and GDP); HMRC (trade data). China and Hong Kong data combined. CBBC calculations. 
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ENGLAND – SOUTH EAST 

Population: 9.64 million (2024) Regional GDP: £391.8 billion (2023) 
Major Cities: Brighton, Reading, 
Milton Keynes, Southampton 

Counties: Surrey, Hampshire, 
Berkshire, Oxfordshire, Kent, (+3) 

Major Exports: Scientific 
Instruments, Machinery, Vehicles 

Top Export Markets: 1. US 2. 
Germany 3. Netherlands 4. France  

CN Exports: £1.61 billion (+8.6%) CN Imports: £9.79 billion (+5.7%) 

Trade Insights 
• Goods exports to China (inc. HK) from the South East – the UK’s largest exporter overall – 

reversed its 4-year decline, growing by 8.6% to £1.61 billion in 2025.  
• Scientific Instruments overtook Road Vehicles as the region’s top export, valued at £194 

million. Oxfordshire is one of the UK’s main production hubs for scientific laboratory 
instruments.   

• Power Generating Machinery became the region’s second-largest export, up from sixth 
place, after exports surged 143.0%. 

        Yearly Goods Trade with China since 2020       Goods Exports to Top-3 Partners and China 

  
Top 8 Export Subcategories to China (£M)               Export Distribution by Main Category 2025 

  
Sources: ONS (population and GDP); HMRC (trade data). China and Hong Kong data combined. CBBC calculations. 
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ENGLAND – SOUTH WEST 

Population: 5.89 million (2024) Regional GDP: £207.6 billion (2023) 
Major Cities: Bristol, Plymouth, 
Bournemouth, Swindon 

Counties: Bristol, Gloucestershire, 
Wiltshire, Devon, Somerset, (+2) 

Major Exports: Machinery, Metals, 
Scientific Instruments 

Top Export Markets: 1. US  
2. Germany 3. China 4. France  

CN Exports: £2.26 billion (+21.9%) CN Imports: £3.55 billion (+3.4%) 

Trade Insights 
• Exports from England’s South West region to China (inc. HK) rose 21.9% to £2.26 billion 

in 2025, marking a fifth consecutive year of export growth. 
• China accounted for 1.1% of the region’s GDP, making the region the fourth most reliant 

on trade with China after the East and West Midlands and the North East.  
• The region’s largest export, Power Generating Machinery, grew 39.9% to a record £1.32 

billion.  
• The South West was the UK’s second-highest exporter of Other Transport Equipment, 

driven mainly by aerospace components used for China’s expanding aviation industry.  

          Yearly Goods Trade with China since 2020        Goods Exports to Top-3 Partners and China 

  
Top 10 Export Subcategories to China in (£M)          Export Distribution by Main Category 2025 

  
Sources: ONS (population and GDP); HMRC (trade data). China and Hong Kong data combined. CBBC calculations. 
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ENGLAND – LONDON 

Population: 9.09 million (2024) Regional GDP: £617.9 billion (2023) 
Major Exports: Manufacturing, 
Vehicles, Fuels, Chemicals 

Top Export Markets: 1. US 2. 
Netherlands 3. China 4. Germany 

CN Exports: £2.84 billion (-12.4%) CN Imports: £10.4 billion (+8.1%) 

Trade Insights 
• Exports from London to China (inc. HK) fell by 12.4% to £2.84 billion in 2025. Despite this, 

the region became the second-largest exporter to China.  
• London’s top export, Petroleum, fell 34.0%, likely due to contract reattribution rather 

than a real trade drop. Given the national total fell just 8.2%, the figures reflect firms 
headquartered in the capital rather than physical activity.   

• The capital city’s second-highest export, Miscellaneous Articles, which includes luxury 
handbags and apparel, also saw a decrease in 2025, falling by 14.1%, likely owing to low 
demand in China for consumer goods.  

Yearly Goods Trade with China since 2020         Regional Exports to Top Partners and China 

  
Top 8 Export Subcategories to China (£M)               Export Distribution by Main Category 2025 

  
Sources: ONS (population and GDP); HMRC (trade data). China and Hong Kong data combined. CBBC calculations. 
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NORTHERN IRELAND 
Population: 1.93 million (2024) Regional GDP: £63.3 billion (2023) 
Major Cities: Belfast, Londonderry, 
Lisburn, Newry 

Counties: Antrim, Down, 
Londonderry, Armagh, Tyrone, (+1) 

Major Exports: Furniture, F&B, 
Chemicals, Pharmaceuticals 

Top Export Markets: 1. Ireland 2. US 
3. Canada 4. Germany  

CN Exports: £154 million (+6.1%) CN Imports: £1.08 billion (+5.3%) 

Trade Insights 
• Northern Ireland’s exports to China (inc. HK) grew by 6.1% to £154 million in 2025, 

reversing the decline seen in 2024. 
• Growth was driven by a 204.5% increase in furniture exports to £40.6 million, a notable 

figure that reflects the region’s long-established furniture manufacturing industry.  
• Northern Ireland’s previous top export to China, Medicinal & Pharmaceutical Products, 

fell by 24.1% to £24.3 million, reversing the growth seen over the past two years. The 
region nevertheless accounted for just 2.2% of UK exports in this category to China. 

         Yearly Goods Trade with China since 2020        Goods Exports to Top-3 Partners and China 

  
Top 8 Export Subcategories to China (£M)                   Export Distribution by Main Category 2025 

  
Sources: ONS (population and GDP); HMRC (trade data). China and Hong Kong data combined. CBBC calculations. 
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UK – COMPARATIVE OVERVIEW 

Comparative Regional Insights 
• Top UK exporters were East Midlands (£4.53bn), London (£2.84bn), and West Midlands 

(£2.76bn),  making up 20.3%, 12.7%, and 12.4% of total goods to China (inc. HK). 
• The North East (38.6%), East Midlands (28.3%), and South West (21.9%) saw the fastest 

growth in their exports to China (inc. HK). 
• Ten out of twelve UK areas saw China export growth in 2025, up from seven in 2024. 
• Only the East Midlands ran a trade surplus with China. 
• The East Midlands was the most reliant on Hong Kong (85.5% of its China and Hong Kong 

exports), while Northern Ireland was the most reliant on mainland China (85.9%). 

         Regional Exports to China 2025 (£B)                      Regional Growth in China Goods Exports (%) 

    

     Balance of Trade with China 2025 (%)                       Split of Exports to Mainland/Hong Kong (%) 

 
Distribution of UK Exports to China by Region, 2025 

Sources: HMRC. China and Hong Kong data combined for most graphs. CBBC calculations. 

£0.1B

£0.7B

£0.6B

£0.8B

£1.5B

£1.4B

£1.5B

£2.1B

£1.9B

£3.2B

£3.2B

£3.5B

£0.2B

£0.8B

£0.9B

£0.9B

£1.6B

£1.7B

£1.8B

£2.1B

£2.3B

£2.8B

£2.8B

£4.5B

Northern Ireland

Yorkshire and The Humber

North East

Wales

South East

East

Scotland

North West

South West

West Midlands

London

East Midlands

2025

2024

38.6%

28.3%

21.9%

17.4%

16.8%

15.0%

8.6%

6.1%

6.0%

0.0%

-12.4%

-14.3%

-20% 0% 20% 40% 60%

North East

East Midlands

South West

East

Scotland

Wales

South East

Northern Ireland

Yorkshire and The Humber

North West

London

West Midlands

16% 15% 

11% 

8% 

7% 

7% 

7% 

4% 3% 

3% 1% 

17% 

0% 50% 100%

East Midlands
Scotland

South West
West Midlands

Wales
North East

East
North West

London
Yorkshire and the Humber

South East
Northern Ireland

Exports Imports 0% 50% 100%

East Midlands
South West

London
North East
South East

Wales
East

Yorkshire and The Humber
Scotland

West Midlands
North West

Northern Ireland

Mainland Hong Kong

18.5% 13.3% 13.2% 

9.9% 

9.8% 

9.1% 

7.3% 

6.9% 4.1% 

3.6% 3.5% 

0.7% 

South 
East

East

Scotland

North West

South West

West 
MidlandsLondonEast Midlands

NI

Yorkshire
North East

Wales20.3% 12.4% 12.7% 

10.1% 

9.6% 

8.0% 

7.5% 

6.2% 4.0% 

3.9% 
3.5% 

0.7% 



China Trade Tracker  
Issue Thirteen | July 2026 
 

 21 

 
About the Author 
 
 

 
Romano Tucci  
Romano Tucci is CBBC's London-based China Policy Analyst 
He can be reached at: romano.tucci@cbbc.org 
 
 

 
 
About the China-Britain Business Council 
 
The China-Britain Business Council (CBBC) is the UK’s leading business network supporting 
trade, education and investment links with China. CBBC serves over 400 UK members and 
clients. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: This publication is provided for general information purposes only and does not constitute 
professional or investment advice. While CBBC has taken reasonable care to ensure the accuracy of the 
content at the time of publication, no representation or warranty is made as to its completeness or 
reliability. CBBC accepts no liability for any loss or damage arising from reliance on the information 
contained herein. The content may not be copied, reproduced, or redistributed without prior written 
permission from CBBC. 

 
The Tracker covers the period between Q1 2020 and Q4 2025. Unless otherwise noted, all national data 
are based on regional data obtained from the HMRC database. All trade data is subject to revisions and 
may therefore change from edition to edition. The analysis is conducted by CBBC. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:romano.tucci@cbbc.org


China Trade Tracker  
Issue Thirteen | July 2026 
 

 22 

Appendix – Complete Goods Export Table  

This appendix displays the goods exports of all 12 UK regions to China (including Hong 
Kong) in 2024 and 2025. Definitions for these items can be found in this report. 

SCOTLAND: Goods Exports to China (including Hong Kong) in 2025 

Rank Product (SITC2) Value in 2024 
(£ 000's) 

Value in 2025 
(£ 000's) 

YoY 
Change (%) 

1 Petroleum & Related Products 407,515 566, 132 39% 

2 Power Generating Machinery 
& Equipment 350,367 464,187 33% 

3 Beverages 172,621 151,834 -12% 
4 Fish & Seafood 75,282 107,007 42% 

5 General Industrial Machinery 
& Equipment 66,500 70,162 6% 

6 Professional, Scientific & 
Controlling Instruments 56,029 58,123 4% 

7 Electric Machinery 52,864 54,250 3% 

8 Metalliferous Ores & Metal 
Scrap 43,324 52,471 21% 

9 Chemical Materials & 
Products  25,182 34,311 36% 

10 Road Vehicles 58,349 25,062 -57% 
11 Manufactures of Metal  29,997 24,471 -18% 

12 Medicinal & Pharmaceutical 
Products 23,130 22,143 -4% 

13 Miscellaneous Manufactured 
Articles 16,148 13,148 -19% 

14 Textile Yarn, Fabrics, Made up 
Articles  10,072 13,132 30% 

15 Non-Metallic Mineral 
Manufactures  13,523 10,662 -21% 

16 Machinery Specialised for 
Particular Industries 10,497 10,511 0% 

17 Telecomms, Sound Recording 
& Reproducing Appliances  16,141 8,352 -48% 

18 Other Transport Equipment 10,011 7722 -23% 
19 Non-Ferrous Metals 8,522 7,598 -11% 
20 Meat & Meat Preparations 6,709 7,226 8% 
21 Plastics in Non-Primary Forms 4,507 6,344 41% 
22 Organic Chemicals  4,298 6,259 46% 
23 Photographic & Optical Goods 6,188 5,272 -15% 

24 
Leather, Leather 

Manufactures & Dressed 
Furskins 

2,534 4,945 95% 

25 Iron & Steel 7,121 4,642 -35% 

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/publication/SeriesM/SeriesM_34rev4E.pdf
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Rank Product (SITC2) Value in 2024 
(£ 000's) 

Value in 2025 
(£ 000's) 

YoY 
Change (%) 

26 Rubber Manufactures 6,889 3,774 -45% 

27 Miscellaneous Edible 
Products 3,219 3,589 11% 

28 Articles of Apparel & Clothing 
Accessories 3,850 3,355 -13% 

29 Footwear 1,755 3,258 86% 
30 Office Machines  3,140 3,083 -2% 

31 Essential oils & perfume 
materials  2,785 2,898 4% 

32 Hides, skins & furskins, raw 2,239 2,778 24% 

33 Paper, Paperboard & Related 
Manufactures 

2,778 2,627 -5% 

34 Dyeing, tanning & colouring 
materials 2,203 2,523 15% 

35 Dairy Products & Birds’ eggs 1,152 1,439 25% 
36 Metalworking Machinery  593 1,375 132% 
37 Travel Goods 1,787 1,179 -34% 
38 Plastics in Primary Form 1,074 1,036 -4% 
39 Vegetables & Fruit 1,184 1,015 -14% 
40 Oil Seeds & Oleaginous Fruits 0 871 N/A 

41 Paper, paperboard & 
manufactures 1,309 793 -39% 

42 Crude Fertilizers & Crude 
Minerals 864 599 -31% 

43 Prefabricated Buildings 2,221 577 -74% 
44 Textile Fibres 744 569 -24% 
45 Cork & Wood Manufactures 429 550 28% 
46 Coffee, Tea, Cocoa, Spices 343 535 56% 
47 Inorganic Chemicals 333 464 39% 

48 Crude Animal & Vegetable 
Materials 1,256 361 -71% 

49 Furniture 616 316 -49% 

50 Tobacco & Tobacco 
Manufactures 64 132 106% 

51 Sugar, Sugar Preparations & 
Honey  94 120 28% 

52 Fixed Animal Fats & Oils 10 108 980% 
53 Feeding Stuff for Animals 82 73 -11% 
54 Animal Oils & Fats 13 43 231% 
55 Crude Rubber  288 42 -85% 
56 Cork & Wood 5 7 40% 
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NORTH EAST: Goods Exports to China (including Hong Kong) in 2025 

Rank Product (SITC2) Value in 2024 
(£ 000's) 

Value in 2025 
(£ 000's) 

YoY Change 
(%) 

1 Power-generating machinery 
& equipment 158,122 289,417 83% 

2 Non-ferrous metals 87,654 177,942 103% 

3 Medicinal & pharmaceutical 
products 27,142 117,609 333% 

4 General industrial machinery  55,894 52,625 -6% 

5 Chemical materials & 
products 65,029 46,012 -29% 

6 Metalliferous ores & metal 
scrap 32,282 35,337 9% 

7 Electrical machinery 29,490 29,298 -1% 
8 Manufactures of metal 25,798 25,644 -1% 

9 Professional, scientific & 
controlling instruments 20,724 18,313 -12% 

10 Dyeing, tanning & colouring 
materials 20,865 9,365 -55% 

11 Miscellaneous manufactured 
articles 9,064 7,462 -18% 

12 Machinery specialised for 
particular industries 8,544 6,306 -26% 

13 Non-metallic mineral 
manufactures 3,512 6,280 79% 

14 Essential oils & perfume 
material 5,348 5,112 -4% 

15 Organic chemicals 24,124 4,006 -83% 
16 Plastics in primary forms 2,976 3,630 22% 
17 Iron & steel 4,143 3,279 -21% 
18 Dairy products & birds' eggs 1,562 2,758 77% 

19 Road vehicles (including air 
cushion vehicles) 3,397 2,593 -24% 

20 Plastics in non-primary forms 3,207 2,252 -30% 
21 Rubber manufactures  3,410 2,200 -35% 

22 Petroleum, petroleum 
products & related materials 29 2,095 7124% 

23 Textile yarn, fabrics, and 
made-up articles 2,395 2,007 -16% 

24 Cork & wood 1,446 1,490 3% 
25 Inorganic chemicals 6,395 1,322 -79% 

26 Articles of apparel & clothing 
accessories 8,149 1,263 -85% 

27 Photographic & optical good; 
watches & clocks 745 986 32% 
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Rank Product (SITC2) Value in 2024 
(£ 000's) 

Value in 2025 
(£ 000's) 

YoY Change 
(%) 

28 
Telecomms & sound 

recording & reproducing app. 
& eqp. 880 727 -17% 

29  Miscellaneous edible 
products & preparations 1,262 717 -43% 

30 Metalworking machinery 3,895 705 -82% 

31 Paper, paperboard & 
manufactures thereof 412 621 51% 

32 Crude animal & vegetable 
materials  437 569 30% 

33 Cereals & cereal preparations 322 495 54% 

34 Travel goods, handbags & 
similar containers 1,272 397 -69% 

35 Office machines & ADP 
machines 394 395 0% 

36 Coffee, tea, cocoa, spices & 
manufactures thereof 424 307 -28% 

37 Other transport equipment 376 286 -24% 
38 Beverages 153 222 45% 
39 Vegetables & fruit 176 182 3% 
40 Prefabricated buildings 126 173 37% 

41 Crude fertilizers & crude 
minerals  226 169 -25% 

42 Footwear 437 131 -70% 
43 Meat & meat preparations 117 118 1% 

44 Sugar, sugar preparations & 
honey 106 97 -8% 

45 Textile fibres not 
manufactured & their waste 62 68 10% 

46 Fish, crustaceans, molluscs 53 64 21% 
47 Furniture  76 57 -25% 
48 Cork & wood manufactures  23 45 96% 
49 Animal oils & fats 6 16 167% 
50 Gas, natural & manufactured - 15 N/A 

51 Tobacco & tobacco 
manufactures 29 11 -62% 

52 Fixed vegetable fats & oils, 
crude,refined,fractionated 4 4 0% 

53 Coin (other than gold coin), 
not being of legal tender - 3 N/A 

54 Feeding stuff for animals (not 
inc.unmilled cereals) 2 1 -50% 

55 Hides, skins & furskins, raw - 1 N/A 
56 Coal, coke & briquettes 12 1 -92% 
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Rank Product (SITC2) Value in 2024 
(£ 000's) 

Value in 2025 
(£ 000's) 

YoY Change 
(%) 

57 
Leather, leather 

manufactures n.e.s & dressed 
furskins 14 1 -93% 

 

NORTH WEST: Goods Exports to China (including Hong Kong) in 2025 

Rank Product (SITC2) Value in 2024 
(£ 000's) 

Value in 2025 
(£ 000's) 

YoY 
Change (%) 

1 Road vehicles  791,123 575,230 -27% 

2 Metalliferous ores & metal 
scrap 147,000 333,922 127% 

3 Power-generating machinery 
& equipment 142,170 213,024 50% 

4 Medicinal & pharmaceutical 
products 185,815 205,872 11% 

5 Professional, scientific & 
controlling instruments 79,305 98,409 24% 

6 Electrical machinery 119,858 97,346 -19% 

7 Miscellaneous edible 
products & preparations 80,449 85,405 6% 

8 General industrial machinery  84,757 77,855 -8% 

9 Chemical materials & 
products  52,550 63,771 21% 

10 Machinery specialised for 
particular industries 74,207 37,995 -49% 

11 Plastics in primary forms 49,306 37,059 -25% 
12 Manufactures of metal 28,471 27,588 -3% 

13 Photographic & optical 
goods,  17,538 26,623 52% 

14 
Telecomms & sound 

recording & reproducing app. 
& eqp. 40,895 25,649 -37% 

15 Miscellaneous 
manufactured articles  28,276 22,800 -19% 

16 Office machines  17,555 19,879 13% 
17 Meat & meat preparations 18,972 19,296 2% 

18 Non-metallic mineral 
manufactures  13,985 17,656 26% 

19 Textile yarn, fabrics, made 
up articles  18,244 16,831 -8% 

20 Organic chemicals 20,583 16,323 -21% 

21 Plastics in non-primary 
forms 19,024 14,400 -24% 

22 Essential oils & perfume 
materials; toilet preps  14,047 12,184 -13% 
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Rank Product (SITC2) Value in 2024 
(£ 000's) 

Value in 2025 
(£ 000's) 

YoY 
Change (%) 

23 Rubber manufactures 10,775 11,414 6% 
24 Inorganic chemicals 8,413 10,362 23% 
25 Non-ferrous metals 7,426 8,941 20% 

26 Dyeing, tanning & colouring 
materials 12,382 7,953 -36% 

27 Paper, paperboard & 
manufactures thereof 8,398 7,527 -10% 

28 Beverages 4,460 4,810 8% 

29 Articles of apparel & clothing 
accessories 5,293 4,801 -9% 

30 Coffee, tea, cocoa, spices & 
manufactures thereof 5,627 4,697 -17% 

31 Other transport equipment 3,103 4,622 49% 

32 Cereals & cereal 
preparations 5,036 4,565 -9% 

33 Fish, crustaceans, molluscs  3,755 3,797 1% 
34 Prefabricated buildings 1,310 3,444 163% 

35 Petroleum, petroleum 
products & related materials 2,842 3,316 17% 

36 Dairy products & birds' eggs 1,208 3,021 150% 
37 Footwear 3,879 2,674 -31% 
38 Hides, skins & furskins, raw 4,094 2,554 -38% 

39 Travel goods, handbags & 
similar containers 4,626 2,516 -46% 

40 Metalworking machinery 3,691 2,216 -40% 

41 Textile fibres not 
manufactured & their waste  666 1,951 193% 

42 Furniture  1,453 1,701 17% 
43 Feeding stuff for animals  1,259 1,529 21% 
44 Vegetables & fruit 1,193 1,468 23% 
45 Iron & steel 1,626 1,206 -26% 

46 Tobacco & tobacco 
manufactures 584 1,147 96% 

47 Crude fertilisers & crude 
minerals  910 679 -25% 

48 Fixed vegetable fats & oils, 
crude, refined, fractionated 181 408 125% 

49 Sugar, sugar preparations & 
honey 245 389 59% 

50 Crude rubber  281 372 32% 
51 Cork & wood manufactures  174 176 1% 

52 Leather, leather 
manufactures  123 145 18% 

53 Crude animal & vegetable 
materials  68 87 28% 
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Rank Product (SITC2) Value in 2024 
(£ 000's) 

Value in 2025 
(£ 000's) 

YoY 
Change (%) 

54 Animal oils & fats 68 82 21% 

55 Animal or vegetable fats & 
oils, processed, & waxes - 47 N/A 

56 Cork & wood 216 39 -82% 
57 Oil seeds & oleaginous fruits - 34 N/A 
58 Pulp & waste paper - 11 N/A 
59 Fertilisers 35 4 -89% 

60 Coin (other than gold coin), 
not being of legal tender 57 3 -95% 

 

YORKSHIRE & THE HUMBER: Goods Exports to China (inc. Hong Kong) in 2025 

Rank Product (SITC2) Value in 2024 
(£ 000's) 

Value in 2025 
(£ 000's) 

YoY Change 
(%) 

1 Power generating machinery & 
equipment 95,489 144,635 51% 

2 General industrial machinery  44,669 56,846 27% 
3 Textile fibres not manufactured  83,497 44,055 -47% 

4 Petroleum, petroleum products & 
related materials 27,531 41,898 52% 

5 Electrical machinery 33,289 40,940 23% 
6 Meat & meat preparations 47,023 38,401 -18% 

7 Professional, scientific & controlling 
instruments 36,333 33,593 -8% 

8 Metalliferous ores & metal scrap 45,689 30,910 -32% 

9 Miscellaneous manufactured 
articles  14,910 27,748 86% 

10 Non-ferrous metals 21,634 25,924 20% 
11 Manufactures of metal n.e.s. 24,216 25,466 5% 

12 Textile yarn, fabrics, made-up 
articles  20,899 24,273 16% 

13 Telecomms  18,364 23,595 28% 
14 Plastics in non-primary forms 21,032 23,303 11% 

15 Medicinal & pharmaceutical 
products 18,283 22,545 23% 

16 Machinery specialised for particular 
industries 23,306 21,111 -9% 

17 Photographic & optical goods 4,513 17,479 287% 
18 Metalworking machinery 16,930 12,158 -28% 

19 Road vehicles (including air cushion 
vehicles) 13,518 11,332 -16% 

20 Office machines & ADP machines 7,986 10,448 31% 
21 Iron & steel 17,256 10,167 -41% 
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Rank Product (SITC2) Value in 2024 
(£ 000's) 

Value in 2025 
(£ 000's) 

YoY Change 
(%) 

22 Rubber manufactures  18,278 8,902 -51% 

23 Articles of apparel & clothing 
accessories 6,915 8,568 24% 

24 Plastics in primary forms 7,349 7,922 8% 
25 Chemical materials & products  6,709 6,786 1% 

26 Essential oils & perfume materials; 
toilet preps  6,208 6,265 1% 

27 Dyeing, tanning & colouring 
materials 9,394 5,834 -38% 

28 Fish, crustaceans, molluscs  2,390 5,369 125% 
29 Non-metallic mineral manufactures  3,461 4,881 41% 
30 Organic chemicals 4,489 4,287 -4% 

31 Paper, paperboard & manufactures 
thereof 4,711 4,031 -14% 

32 Other transport equipment 2,052 3,920 91% 
33 Hides, skins & furskins, raw 4,465 3,890 -13% 
34 Fertilisers  3,145 2,399 -24% 

35 Miscellaneous edible products & 
preparations 2,218 2,325 5% 

36 Cereals & cereal preparations 1,963 2,254 15% 
37 Crude fertilisers & crude minerals  1,511 1,931 28% 

38 Coffee, tea, cocoa, spices & 
manufactures thereof 1,878 1,675 -11% 

39 Dairy products & birds' eggs 1,066 1,541 45% 

40 Travel goods, handbags & similar 
containers 1,895 1,179 -38% 

41 Beverages 888 1,034 16% 
42 Inorganic chemicals 1,258 1,016 -19% 
43 Vegetables & fruit 670 669 0% 
44 Leather, leather manufactures  525 599 14% 
45 Sugar, sugar preparations & honey 462 510 10% 
46 Oil seeds & oleaginous fruits 42 469 1017% 
47 Prefabricated buildings 994 453 -54% 
48 Furniture  598 419 -30% 
49 Crude rubber  394 418 6% 
50 Feeding stuff for animals  130 311 139% 
51 Gas, natural & manufactured - 299 N/A 
52 Footwear 458 245 -47% 
53 Animal oils & fats 282 146 -48% 
54 Fixed vegetable fats & oils 31 121 290% 
55 Crude animal & vegetable materials  65 56 -14% 
56 Tobacco & tobacco manufactures 7 29 314% 
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Rank Product (SITC2) Value in 2024 
(£ 000's) 

Value in 2025 
(£ 000's) 

YoY Change 
(%) 

57 Cork & wood manufactures  126 21 -83% 
58 Coal, coke & briquettes 103 12 -88% 
59 Cork & wood 5 1 -80% 

 

 

EAST MIDLANDS: Goods Exports to China (including Hong Kong) in 2025 

Rank Product (SITC2) Value in 2024 
(£ 000's) 

Value in 2025 
(£ 000's) 

YoY Change 
(%) 

1 
Power-generating machinery & 

equipment 2,678,666 3,423,963 28% 
2 General industrial machinery  221,604 368,025 66% 
3 Manufactures of metal  146,241 203,460 39% 
4 Electrical machinery 72,412 85,080 17% 

5 Professional, scientific & 
controlling instruments 85,380 83,137 -3% 

6 Metalliferous ores & metal 
scrap 78,138 82,681 6% 

7 Miscellaneous manufactured 
articles  35,230 51,267 46% 

8 Non-metallic mineral 
manufactures  18,082 28,981 60% 

9 Plastics in non-primary forms 19,499 21,752 12% 
10 Iron & steel 10,474 14,179 35% 
11 Photographic & optical goods 14,848 13,592 -8% 
12 Telecomms  10,170 13,433 32% 
13 Meat & meat preparations 12,554 13,062 4% 
14 Rubber manufactures  8,508 12,072 42% 
15 Non-ferrous metals 10,685 11,312 6% 
16 Plastics in primary forms 8,662 11,121 28% 

17 Dyeing, tanning & colouring 
materials 10,170 9,130 -10% 

18 Textile yarn, fabrics, made-up 
articles  7,489 7,594 1% 

19 Office machines & ADP 
machines 6,612 6,590 0% 

20 Road vehicles  10,424 6,353 -39% 
21 Other transport equipment 3,886 6,117 57% 
22 Chemical materials & products  5,958 6,092 2% 

23 Machinery specialised for 
particular industries 7,489 5,877 -22% 

24 Essential oils & perfume 
materials; toilet preps 5,726 5,591 -2% 
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Rank Product (SITC2) Value in 2024 
(£ 000's) 

Value in 2025 
(£ 000's) 

YoY Change 
(%) 

25 Miscellaneous edible products 
& preparations 2,426 4,717 94% 

26 Articles of apparel & clothing 
accessories 4,190 4,112 -2% 

27 Petroleum, petroleum products 
& related materials 209 4,074 1849% 

28 Footwear 2,857 2,402 -16% 

29 Furniture & parts thereof; 
bedding, mattresses  2,373 2,325 -2% 

30 Beverages 2,114 2,172 3% 
31 Cereals & cereal preparations 2,693 2,038 -24% 
32 Organic chemicals 1,948 2,003 3% 
33 Fixed vegetable fats & oils 1,632 1,938 19% 

34 Paper, paperboard & 
manufactures thereof 2,610 1,344 -49% 

35 Vegetables & fruit 1,773 1,337 -25% 

36 Crude fertilisers & crude 
minerals  978 1,079 10% 

37 Medicinal & pharmaceutical 
products 4,476 1,054 -76% 

38 Cork & wood 967 813 -16% 

39 Travel goods, handbags & 
similar containers 1,346 753 -44% 

40 Coffee, tea, cocoa, spices & 
manufactures thereof 834 714 -14% 

41 Feeding stuff for animals  428 708 65% 
42 Hides, skins & furskins, raw 474 652 38% 
43 Prefabricated buildings 228 616 170% 
44 Inorganic chemicals 739 597 -19% 
45 Metalworking machinery 2,995 486 -84% 

46 Sugar, sugar preparations & 
honey 883 418 -53% 

47 Fertilisers  812 400 -51% 
48 Dairy products & birds' eggs 154 323 110% 
49 Fish, crustaceans, molluscs  122 140 15% 
50 Leather, leather manufactures  120 125 4% 
51 Cork & wood manufactures  101 83 -18% 
52 Oil seeds & oleaginous fruits 0 70 N/A 

53 Crude animal & vegetable 
materials  82 53 -35% 

54 Textile fibres not manufactured 
& their waste  48 47 -2% 

55 Animal oils & fats 10 30 200% 
56 Crude rubber  15 7 -53% 
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WEST MIDLANDS: Goods Exports to China (including Hong Kong) in 2025 

Rank Product (SITC2) Value in 2024 
(£ 000's) 

Value in 2025 
(£ 000's) 

YoY Change 
(%) 

1 Road vehicles  2,151,643 1,572,321 -27% 

2 Power-generating machinery 
& equipment 292,122 356,801 22% 

3 Metalliferous ores & metal 
scrap 159,496 140,158 -12% 

4 General industrial machinery  113,621 138,585 22% 
5 Telecomms  67,657 79,070 17% 
6 Electrical machinery 75,204 71,184 -5% 

7 Professional, scientific & 
controlling instruments 65,298 68,317 5% 

8 Non-ferrous metals 60,557 58,456 -3% 
9 Manufactures of metal  38,881 43,393 12% 

10 Office machines & ADP 
machines 11,643 32,745 181% 

11 Miscellaneous edible 
products & preparations 8,180 28,082 243% 

12 Miscellaneous manufactured 
articles  25,780 22,887 -11% 

13 Non-metallic mineral 
manufactures  18,455 17,525 -5% 

14 Chemical materials & 
products  11,460 11,476 0% 

15 Other transport equipment 12,873 11,084 -14% 
16 Rubber manufactures  10,964 10,864 -1% 

17 Machinery specialised for 
particular industries 9,631 10,595 10% 

18 Dyeing, tanning & colouring 
materials 9,886 7,331 -26% 

19 Iron & steel 7,097 6,964 -2% 
20 Plastics in primary forms 5,228 5,971 14% 
21 Hides, skins & furskins, raw 5,974 5,927 -1% 
22 Plastics in non-primary forms 6,027 5,481 -9% 

23 Essential oils & perfume 
materials; toilet preps  6,284 5,294 -16% 

24 Textile yarn, fabrics, made-up 
articles  3,929 4,451 13% 

25 Organic chemicals 4,024 3,849 -4% 
26 Photographic & optical goods 3,927 3,658 -7% 
27 Meat & meat preparations 2,527 3,623 43% 
28 Dairy products & birds' eggs 2,757 3,322 20% 
29 Inorganic chemicals 3,500 3,186 -9% 

30 Crude fertilisers & crude 
minerals  1,266 3,099 145% 
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Rank Product (SITC2) Value in 2024 
(£ 000's) 

Value in 2025 
(£ 000's) 

YoY Change 
(%) 

31 Beverages 2,755 2,884 5% 

32 Travel goods, handbags & 
similar containers 2,589 2,200 -15% 

33 Articles of apparel & clothing 
accessories 2,039 2,127 4% 

34 Metalworking machinery 388 1,782 359% 

35 Furniture & parts thereof; 
bedding, mattresses  1,365 1,607 18% 

36 Feeding stuff for animals  310 1,574 408% 

37 Coffee, tea, cocoa, spices & 
manufactures thereof 1,346 1,460 8% 

38 Petroleum, petroleum 
products & related materials 1,267 1,436 13% 

39 Footwear 475 1,367 188% 

40 Medicinal & pharmaceutical 
products 3,115 1,247 -60% 

41 Prefabricated buildings 1,374 885 -36% 
42 Cereals & cereal preparations 615 810 32% 

43 Paper, paperboard & 
manufactures thereof 3,746 455 -88% 

44 Fish, crustaceans, molluscs 177 332 88% 
45 Animal oils & fats 99 283 186% 
46 Vegetables & fruit 241 229 -5% 
47 Leather, leather manufactures  258 205 -21% 
48 Oil seeds & oleaginous fruits - 191 N/A 
49 Cork & wood manufactures  183 155 -15% 

50 Sugar, sugar preparations & 
honey 203 134 -34% 

51 Textile fibres not 
manufactured & their waste  17 100 488% 

52 Animal or vegetable fats & 
oils, processed, & waxes 36 95 164% 

53 Crude animal & vegetable 
materials  233 84 -64% 

54 Coin (other than gold coin), 
not being of legal tender 6 80 1233% 

55 Cork & wood 132 59 -55% 
56 Fertilisers  35 39 11% 

57 Tobacco & tobacco 
manufactures - 10 N/A 

58 Crude rubber  31 8 -74% 

59 Fixed vegetable fats & oils, 
crude, refined, fractionated 50 6 -88% 

60 Coal, coke & briquettes 15 2 -87% 
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WALES: Goods Exports to China (including Hong Kong) in 2025 

Rank Product (SITC2) Value in 2024 
(£ 000's) 

Value in 2025 
(£ 000's) 

YoY Change 
(%) 

1 Power-generating machinery 
& equipment 209,864 324,591 55% 

2 Other transport equipment 74,312 114,088 54% 

3 Machinery specialised for 
particular industries 116,674 81,415 -30% 

4 Professional, scientific & 
controlling instruments 67,385 69,592 3% 

5 Electrical machinery 39,082 45,785 17% 
6 Non-ferrous metals 62,477 36,268 -42% 

7 
Chemical materials & 

products  19,516 29,492 51% 
8 Manufactures of metal  21,825 28,495 31% 

9 Metalliferous ores & metal 
scrap 27,969 18,066 -35% 

10 Non-metallic mineral 
manufactures  4,039 14,340 255% 

11 Plastics in non-primary forms 10,913 11,673 7% 
12 Organic chemicals 15,326 11,415 -26% 
13 Iron & steel 5,369 9,941 85% 
14 General industrial machinery 9,215 9,562 4% 

15 Medicinal & pharmaceutical 
products 14,581 9,435 -35% 

16 
Essential oils & perfume 

materials; toilet preps  912 8,424 824% 
17 Telecomms  5,094 8,017 57% 
18 Plastics in primary forms 6,323 7,796 23% 

19 Miscellaneous edible 
products & preparations 7,090 7,729 9% 

20 Hides, skins & furskins, raw 8,271 6,570 -21% 

21 Miscellaneous manufactured 
articles  9,735 6,176 -37% 

22 Road vehicles  12,729 4,454 -65% 
23 Dairy products & birds' eggs 184 3,944 2043% 
24 Metalworking machinery 1,021 3,611 254% 
25 Photographic & optical goods 2,769 2,663 -4% 
26 Furniture  3,081 2,532 -18% 
27 Rubber manufactures  2,149 2,152 0% 
28 Fish, crustaceans, molluscs  2,895 1,653 -43% 

29 Travel goods, handbags & 
similar containers 2,211 1,286 -42% 

30 Office machines & ADP 
machines 1,840 838 -54% 
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Rank Product (SITC2) Value in 2024 
(£ 000's) 

Value in 2025 
(£ 000's) 

YoY Change 
(%) 

31 Articles of apparel & clothing 
accessories 711 745 5% 

32 Dyeing, tanning & colouring 
materials 595 644 8% 

33 Cereals & cereal preparations 327 554 69% 

34 Paper, paperboard & 
manufactures thereof 512 340 -34% 

35 Beverages 1,574 320 -80% 

36 Sugar, sugar preparations & 
honey 37 271 632% 

37 Feeding stuff for animals  459 271 -41% 
38 Inorganic chemicals 237 259 9% 

39 Textile fibres not 
manufactured & their waste  245 255 4% 

40 Meat & meat preparations 253 239 -6% 

41 Coffee, tea, cocoa, spices & 
manufactures thereof 178 237 33% 

42 Vegetables & fruit 210 213 1% 

43 Petroleum, petroleum 
products & related materials 167 205 23% 

44 Textile yarn, fabrics, made up 
articles  284 200 -30% 

45 Footwear 217 196 -10% 

46 Coin (other than gold coin), 
not being of legal tender 4 191 4675% 

47 Cork & wood manufactures  83 115 39% 
48 Fertilisers  361 105 -71% 
49 Prefabricated buildings 41 70 71% 

50 Crude animal & vegetable 
materials  87 51 -41% 

51 Crude rubber  13 24 85% 
52 Animal oils & fats 7 19 171% 

53 Tobacco & tobacco 
manufactures 3 10 233% 

54 Leather, leather 
manufactures  9 8 -11% 

55 Crude fertilisers & crude 
minerals  3 7 133% 

56 Animal or vegetable fats & 
oils, processed, & waxes 3 5 67% 

57 Fixed vegetable fats & oils 4 4 0% 
58 Pulp & waste paper - 2 N/A 
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EAST: Goods Exports to China (including Hong Kong) in 2025 

Rank Product (SITC2) Value in 2024 
(£ 000's) 

Value in 2025 
(£ 000's) 

YoY Change 
(%) 

1 Medicinal & pharmaceutical 
products 367,494 358,463 -2% 

2 Power-generating machinery 
& equipment 109,372 275,479 152% 

3 Non-ferrous metals 106,722 218,731 105% 

4 Professional, scientific & 
controlling instruments  172,343 144,156 -16% 

5 Electrical machinery 97,550 109,499 12% 

6 Office machines & ADP 
machines 67,348 77,435 15% 

7 Telecomms  41,462 61,005 47% 
8 General industrial machinery  54,032 52,470 -3% 

9 Metalliferous ores & metal 
scrap 62,696 46,579 -26% 

10 Meat & meat preparations 49,894 42,906 -14% 
11 Chemical materials  44,717 37,625 -16% 
12 Photographic & optical goods 20,672 26,204 27% 

13 Miscellaneous manufactured 
articles  28,025 26,041 -7% 

14 Plastics in non-primary forms 22,227 20,681 -7% 

15 Furniture & parts thereof; 
bedding, mattresses etc 9,406 20,315 116% 

16 
Machinery specialised for 

particular industries 35,700 18,105 -49% 

17 Essential oils & perfume 
materials 18,343 15,031 -18% 

18 Manufactures of metal  11,280 12,754 13% 
19 Road vehicles 7,491 12,580 68% 
20 Other transport equipment 8,124 10,278 27% 
21 Beverages 7,546 9,122 21% 
22 Live animals  12,250 8,159 -33% 
23 Plastics in primary forms 6,877 8,136 18% 
24 Organic chemicals 9,232 7,811 -15% 

25 Non-metallic mineral 
manufactures  4,210 5,910 40% 

26 
Crude animal & vegetable 

materials  3,629 5,879 62% 
27 Iron & steel 2,544 4,851 91% 

28 Miscellaneous edible 
products & preparations 2,684 4,661 74% 

29 Dyeing, tanning & colouring 
materials 4,250 4,507 6% 

30 Coffee, tea, cocoa, spices 1,936 3,745 93% 
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31 Cereals & cereal preparations 2,863 3,486 22% 
32 Metalworking machinery 3,675 3,195 -13% 

33 Articles of apparel & clothing 
accessories 4,373 3,061 -30% 

34 Textile yarn, fabrics, made up 
articles  2,159 2,136 -1% 

35 Rubber manufactures  3,286 2,012 -39% 

36 Paper, paperboard & 
manufactures thereof 1,609 1,959 22% 

37 Travel goods, handbags & 
similar containers 4,608 1,939 -58% 

38 Crude rubber  1,944 1,783 -8% 
39 Vegetables & fruit 1,116 1,603 44% 

40 Crude fertilisers & crude 
minerals  1,338 1,479 11% 

41 Inorganic chemicals 5,988 1,110 -81% 
42 Fertilisers  605 960 59% 

43 
Leather, leather 

manufactures & dressed 
furskins 837 894 7% 

44 Petroleum, petroleum 
products & related materials 314 875 179% 

45 Fish, crustaceans, molluscs  512 770 50% 
46 Prefabricated buildings 1,234 744 -40% 
47 Cork & wood manufactures  283 682 141% 

48 Sugar, sugar preparations & 
honey 629 622 -1% 

49 Feeding stuff for animals  739 598 -19% 
50 Footwear 908 387 -57% 
51 Dairy products & birds' eggs 924 298 -68% 
52 Hides, skins & furskins, raw 495 202 -59% 

53 Tobacco & tobacco 
manufactures 182 196 8% 

54  Textile fibres not 
manufactured & their waste 250 120 -52% 

55  Oil seeds & oleaginous fruits - 63 N/A 
56 Animal oils & fats 45 60 33% 

57 Fixed vegetable fats & oils, 
crude, refined, fractionated 14 32 129% 

58 Cork & wood 1 19 1800% 
59 Pulp & waste paper 28 11 -61% 
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SOUTH EAST: Goods Exports to China (including Hong Kong) in 2025 

Rank Product (SITC2) Value in 2024 
(£ 000's) 

Value in 2025 
(£ 000's) 

YoY Change 
(%) 

1 Professional, scientific & 
controlling instruments 166,321 193,669 16% 

2 Power-generating machinery & 
equipment 69,645 169,222 143% 

3 Road vehicles (including air 
cushion vehicles) 212,517 166,388 -22% 

4 Electrical machinery 155,118 159,215 3% 

5 Medicinal & pharmaceutical 
products 56,010 106,016 89% 

6 General industrial machinery  103,102 99,285 -4% 

7 Miscellaneous manufactured 
articles  88,755 82,063 -8% 

8 Office machines & ADP 
machines 39,843 80,833 103% 

9 Non-ferrous metals 37,130 66,775 80% 
10 Telecomms  61,419 65,083 6% 
11 Photographic & optical goods,  43,942 55,812 27% 

12 Metalliferous ores & metal 
scrap 46,078 36,437 -21% 

13 Chemical materials & 
products  41,330 34,680 -16% 

14 Other transport equipment 53,609 33,383 -38% 

15 Machinery specialised for 
particular industries 50,504 32,457 -36% 

16 Essential oils & perfume 
materials 35,784 30,840 -14% 

17 Plastics in non-primary forms 21,707 21,677 0% 
18 Manufactures of metal  14,167 18,849 33% 

19 Dyeing, tanning & colouring 
materials 16,314 18,132 11% 

20 Articles of apparel & clothing 
accessories 9,789 15,705 60% 

21 Non-metallic mineral 
manufactures  24,081 13,915 -42% 

22 Beverages 13,578 13,267 -2% 

23 Travel goods, handbags & 
similar containers 9,840 12,857 31% 

24 Iron & steel 5,510 8,364 52% 
25 Organic chemicals 9,278 7,290 -21% 
26 Plastics in primary forms 6,071 7,186 18% 
27 Metalworking machinery 10,357 5,877 -43% 
28 Cereals & cereal preparations 3,086 4,404 43% 
29 Footwear 4,221 4,300 2% 



China Trade Tracker  
Issue Thirteen | July 2026 
 

 39 

Rank Product (SITC2) Value in 2024 
(£ 000's) 

Value in 2025 
(£ 000's) 

YoY Change 
(%) 

30 Miscellaneous edible products 
& preparations 22,900 4,265 -81% 

31 Dairy products & birds' eggs 3,317 4,251 28% 
32 Furniture  2,983 4,058 36% 
33 Inorganic chemicals 14,659 3,952 -73% 
34 Rubber manufactures  3,823 3,618 -5% 
35 Coffee, tea, cocoa, spices  2,565 2,689 5% 
36 Meat & meat preparations 3,827 2,490 -35% 

37 Textile yarn, fabrics, made up 
articles  3,036 2,293 -24% 

38 Fish, crustaceans, molluscs  804 2,009 150% 

39 Paper, paperboard & 
manufactures thereof 2,538 1,972 -22% 

40 Crude animal & vegetable 
materials  987 1,492 51% 

41 Petroleum, petroleum 
products & related materials 638 1,351 112% 

42 Vegetables & fruit 1,369 1,250 -9% 

43 Textile fibres not 
manufactured & their waste  692 1,250 81% 

44 Prefabricated buildings 899 895 0% 
45 Live animals  - 856 N/A 
46 Cork & wood 812 829 2% 
47 Feeding stuff for animals  1,186 757 -36% 

48 Sugar, sugar preparations & 
honey 414 497 20% 

49 Leather, leather manufactures 
& dressed furskins 372 354 -5% 

50 Crude rubber  684 332 -51% 

51 Crude fertilisers & crude 
minerals  363 282 -22% 

52 Oil seeds & oleaginous fruits 1 258 25700% 
53 Hides, skins & furskins, raw 328 245 -25% 

54 Tobacco & tobacco 
manufactures 50 209 318% 

55 Fertilisers  723 182 -75% 
56 Cork & wood manufactures  140 179 28% 
57 Fixed vegetable fats & oils 152 82 -46% 
58 Animal oils & fats 29 77 166% 
59 Pulp & waste paper 118 31 -74% 

60 Coin (other than gold coin), not 
being of legal tender 4 8 100% 

61 Special transactions and 
commodities  - 5 N/A 
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Rank Product (SITC2) Value in 2024 
(£ 000's) 

Value in 2025 
(£ 000's) 

YoY Change 
(%) 

62 Animal or vegetable fats & oils, 
processed, & waxes - 3 N/A 

 

SOUTH WEST: Goods Exports to China (including Hong Kong) in 2025 

Rank Product (SITC2) Value in 2024 
(£ 000's) 

Value in 2025 
(£ 000's) 

YoY Change 
(%) 

1 Power-generating machinery 
& equipment 943,404 1,319,485 40% 

2 Professional, scientific & 
controlling instruments 199,046 205,928 3% 

3 General industrial machinery  152,421 185,880 22% 
4 Electrical machinery 95,330 103,110 8% 
5 Other transport equipment 74,353 70,459 -5% 
6 Manufactures of metal  55,074 62,650 14% 
7 Non-ferrous metals 36,177 58,479 62% 

8 Machinery specialised for 
particular industries 25,141 27,445 9% 

9 Miscellaneous manufactured 
articles  23,347 23,846 2% 

10 Metalliferous ores & metal 
scrap 35,494 23,240 -35% 

11 Road vehicles  31,018 16,906 -45% 
12 Telecomms 18,506 16,632 -10% 
13 Meat & meat preparations 15,943 16,598 4% 

14 Textile yarn, fabrics, made up 
articles  12,680 12,612 -1% 

15 Rubber manufactures  8,748 10,083 15% 
16 Plastics in non-primary forms 8,415 10,047 19% 

17 Office machines & ADP 
machines 8,072 8,245 2% 

18 Crude fertilisers & crude 
minerals  8,414 7,039 -16% 

19 Furniture  8,356 6,873 -18% 
20 Photographic & optical goods,  4,774 6,713 41% 

21 Chemical materials & 
products  8,681 6,314 -27% 

22 Non-metallic mineral 
manufactures  4,686 6,021 28% 

23 Essential oils & perfume 
materials 4,715 5,953 26% 

24 Metalworking machinery 6,932 5,771 -17% 
25 Fish, crustaceans, molluscs  7,838 5,370 -31% 
26 Dairy products & birds' eggs 5,461 5,028 -8% 
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Rank Product (SITC2) Value in 2024 
(£ 000's) 

Value in 2025 
(£ 000's) 

YoY Change 
(%) 

27 Paper, paperboard & 
manufactures thereof 5,467 4,662 -15% 

28 Miscellaneous edible 
products & preparations 3,991 4,283 7% 

29 Plastics in primary forms 2,272 3,429 51% 
30 Beverages 3,671 2,717 -26% 

31  Medicinal & pharmaceutical 
products 2,778 2,699 -3% 

32 Iron & steel 2,361 2,425 3% 
33 Hides, skins & furskins, raw 2,751 2,391 -13% 

34 Articles of apparel & clothing 
accessories 2,096 2,287 9% 

35 Travel goods, handbags & 
similar containers 18,652 2,055 -89% 

36 Footwear 1,191 1,867 57% 
37 Feeding stuff for animals  985 1,376 40% 
38 Coffee, tea, cocoa, spices  1,095 1,081 -1% 
39 Cereals & cereal preparations 692 979 41% 
40 Cork & wood manufactures  382 926 142% 

41 Dyeing, tanning & colouring 
materials 1,113 839 -25% 

42 Organic chemicals 542 744 37% 
43 Vegetables & fruit 466 407 -13% 

44 
Petroleum, petroleum 

products & related materials 113 380 236% 
45 Inorganic chemicals 1,539 360 -77% 

46 
Leather, leather 

manufactures & dressed 
furskins 233 252 8% 

47 Textile fibres not 
manufactured & their waste  207 250 21% 

48 Prefabricated buildings 405 225 -44% 
49 Fertilisers  96 184 92% 

50 Crude animal & vegetable 
materials  300 117 -61% 

51 Oil seeds & oleaginous fruits - 111 N/A 
52 Crude rubber  166 101 -39% 

53 Sugar, sugar preparations & 
honey 91 81 -11% 

54 Animal oils & fats 15 41 173% 
55 Cork & wood 33 33 0% 

56 Coin (other than gold coin), 
not being of legal tender 5 33 560% 
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Rank Product (SITC2) Value in 2024 
(£ 000's) 

Value in 2025 
(£ 000's) 

YoY Change 
(%) 

57 Fixed vegetable fats & oils, 
crude, refined, fractionated 14 10 -29% 

58 Tobacco & tobacco 
manufactures 18 8 -56% 

 

 

LONDON: Goods Exports to China (including Hong Kong) in 2025 

Rank Product (SITC2) Value in 2024 
(£ 000's) 

Value in 2025 
(£ 000's) 

YoY Change 
(%) 

1 Petroleum, petroleum 
products & related materials 823,016 543,308 -34% 

2 Miscellaneous manufactured 
articles  567,709 487,409 -14% 

3 Non-ferrous metals 343,864 412,125 20% 
4 Photographic & optical goods 226,217 305,052 35% 

5 Non-metallic mineral 
manufactures 83,142 142,764 72% 

6 Metalliferous ores & metal 
scrap 140,554 118,455 -16% 

7 Beverages 90,494 97,529 8% 

8 Power generating machinery & 
equipment 68,881 83,358 21% 

9 
Articles of apparel & clothing 

accessories 85,030 66,305 -22% 

10 Medicinal & pharmaceutical 
products 255,356 63,259 -75% 

11 Telecomms  28,868 62,976 118% 

12 Travel goods, handbags & 
similar containers 83,967 54,737 -35% 

13 Essential oils & perfume 
materials 59,006 50,344 -15% 

14 Office machines & adp 
machines 26,985 42,427 57% 

15 Road vehicles  58,942 36,580 -38% 
16 Dairy products & birds' eggs 44,526 32,769 -26% 

17 Miscellaneous edible 
products & preparations 18,989 30,423 60% 

18 Electrical machinery 38,558 29,017 -25% 
19 Plastics in non-primary forms 29,702 27,475 -7% 

20 Chemical materials & 
products  12,687 24,187 91% 

21 Professional, scientific & 
controlling instruments 25,232 21,927 -13% 
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Rank Product (SITC2) Value in 2024 
(£ 000's) 

Value in 2025 
(£ 000's) 

YoY Change 
(%) 

22 General industrial machinery 15,699 21,605 38% 
23 Other transport equipment 25,339 13,317 -47% 
24  Footwear 17,333 8,948 -48% 
25 Manufactures of metal 9,066 8,153 -10% 
26 Cereals & cereal preparations 4,405 7,149 62% 

27 Machinery specialised for 
particular industries 9,304 5,159 -45% 

28 Textile yarn, fabrics, made up 
articles  6,097 4,643 -24% 

29 Furniture  3,936 3,683 -6% 
30 Coffee, tea, cocoa, spices  5,261 3,351 -36% 
31 Inorganic chemicals 5,025 3,242 -35% 
32 Plastics in primary forms 2,310 3,075 33% 
33 Prefabricated buildings 2,719 2,959 9% 

34 Textile fibres not 
manufactured & their waste 1,429 2,734 91% 

35 Dyeing, tanning & colouring 
materials 3,004 2,555 -15% 

36 Meat & meat preparations 1,863 2,381 28% 
37 Vegetables & fruit 1,591 2,072 30% 
38 Organic chemicals 1,270 1,604 26% 

39 Paper, paperboard & 
manufactures thereof 2,737 1,470 -46% 

40 Fish, crustaceans, molluscs  1,307 1,274 -3% 
41 Rubber manufactures  1,403 1,176 -16% 

42 Tobacco & tobacco 
manufactures 1,740 1,111 -36% 

43 Crude fertilisers & crude 
minerals  906 628 -31% 

44 Feeding stuff for animals 495 575 16% 
45 Cork & wood manufactures  639 556 -13% 

46 
Leather, leather 

manufactures & dressed 
furskins 1,016 543 -47% 

47 Iron & steel 511 392 -23% 
48 Fixed vegetable fats & oils 83 344 314% 

49 
Crude animal & vegetable 

materials  381 340 -11% 
50 Crude rubber  364 321 -12% 

51 Sugar, sugar preparations & 
honey 871 289 -67% 

52 Metalworking machinery 1,275 243 -81% 
53 Animal oils & fats 44 180 309% 
54 Hides, skins & furskins, raw 41 155 278% 
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Rank Product (SITC2) Value in 2024 
(£ 000's) 

Value in 2025 
(£ 000's) 

YoY Change 
(%) 

55 Gas, natural & manufactured 5 76 1420% 

56 
Special transactions and 

commodities not classified 
according to kind 5 76 1420% 

57 Pulp & waste paper - 58 N/A 
58 Cork & wood 37 35 -5% 
59 Oil seeds & oleaginous fruits - 33 N/A 
60 Coin not being of legal tender 145 19 -87% 
61 Live animals  - 3 N/A 

62 Animal or vegetable fats & 
oils, processed, & waxes 2 2 0% 

 

 

NORTHERN IRELAND: Goods Exports to China (including Hong Kong) in 2025 

Rank Product (SITC2) Value in 2024 
(£ 000's) 

Value in 2025 
(£ 000's) 

YoY Change 
(%) 

1 Furniture  13,325 40,580 205% 

2 Medicinal & pharmaceutical 
products 31,991 24,278 -24% 

3 Professional, scientific & 
controlling instruments 19,198 17,251 -10% 

4 
Chemical materials & 

products  12,925 9,414 -27% 
5 Meat & meat preparations 8,316 6,747 -19% 
6 Other transport equipment 4,100 6,667 63% 

7 Textile yarn, fabrics, made up 
articles  7,753 6,280 -19% 

8 Telecomms  4,478 6,141 37% 
9 Beverages 5,730 4,589 -20% 

10 Hides, skins & furskins, raw 5,136 3,730 -27% 
11 Dairy products & birds' eggs 829 3,695 346% 
12 Road vehicles  1,922 3,378 76% 
13 General industrial machinery  2,506 1,985 -21% 
14 Plastics in primary forms 2,658 1,883 -29% 

15 Miscellaneous manufactured 
articles  1,371 1,819 33% 

16 Organic chemicals 1,441 1,598 11% 

17 Metalliferous ores & metal 
scrap 2,260 1,482 -34% 

18 Power-generating machinery 
& equipment 2,681 1,446 -46% 
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Rank Product (SITC2) Value in 2024 
(£ 000's) 

Value in 2025 
(£ 000's) 

YoY Change 
(%) 

19 Paper, paperboard & 
manufactures thereof 2,796 1,444 -48% 

20 Electrical machinery 2,256 1,385 -39% 
21 Photographic & optical goods 1,575 1,285 -18% 

22 Miscellaneous edible 
products & preparations 1,223 986 -19% 

23 Manufactures of metal  1,885 835 -56% 

24 Office machines & ADP 
machines 590 765 30% 

25 Inorganic chemicals 731 641 -12% 
26 Rubber manufactures  221 577 161% 
27 Plastics in non-primary forms 364 563 55% 
28 Cereals & cereal preparations 665 434 -35% 
29 Non-ferrous metals 519 314 -39% 

30 Machinery specialised for 
particular industries 1,987 238 -88% 

31 Articles of apparel & clothing 
accessories 261 227 -13% 

32 Essential oils & perfume 
materials 312 210 -33% 

33 Iron & steel 162 208 28% 
34 Vegetables & fruit 131 197 50% 

35 Coffee, tea, cocoa, spices & 
manufactures thereof 100 175 75% 

36 Fish, crustaceans, molluscs  226 125 -45% 
37 Oil seeds & oleaginous fruits - 105 N/A 
38 Feeding stuff for animals  28 55 96% 

39 Non-metallic mineral 
manufactures  139 52 -63% 

40 Prefabricated buildings 77 52 -32% 
41 Footwear 68 48 -29% 

42 Travel goods, handbags & 
similar containers 150 45 -70% 

43 Petroleum, petroleum 
products & related materials 2 37 1750% 

44 Sugar, sugar preparations & 
honey 33 29 -12% 

45 Dyeing, tanning & colouring 
materials 30 28 -7% 

46 Crude animal & vegetable 
materials  80 21 -74% 

47 Metalworking machinery 32 19 -41% 

48 Crude fertilisers & crude 
minerals  17 13 -24% 

49 Animal oils & fats 6 12 100% 
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Rank Product (SITC2) Value in 2024 
(£ 000's) 

Value in 2025 
(£ 000's) 

YoY Change 
(%) 

50 Leather, leather 
manufactures  1 5 400% 

51 Fixed vegetable fats & oils,  4 4 0% 
52 Cork & wood manufactures  9 2 -78% 

53 Textile fibres not 
manufactured & their waste - 1 N/A 

 


